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  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) spoke on the House floor today regarding the situation in Iraq as the U.S. House of Representatives considered the Department of Defense Appropriations Act for FY 2006 (H.R. 2863).  The following is his statement:

   "A little over two years ago, the President announced on that aircraft carrier off San Diego, 'Mission Accomplished' in Iraq.  Today we must ask what really has been accomplished with the hundreds of billions of dollars that the United States has spent and will spend.

   "Iraq is in chaos. 1,714 U.S. service members have been killed and 12,855 wounded.  In the first half of this month alone, 431 Iraqi civilians have died randomly at the hands of insurgents and terrorists.  Multiple car bombings have become a daily occurrence in Baghdad and throughout Iraq.  The elected government is struggling to gain control and cannot provide security for its citizens.

  "Just two weeks ago, the New York Times reported our Marines' discovery of an enormous underground bunker near the city of Fallujah that was used by insurgents as a hideout and weapons cache.  This bunker is the size of four football fields and has dormitories with full kitchen, showers and sanitation facilities.  This is just the largest example of the weapons caches patrols find every week.  How can we call the mission a success when insurgents can operate so freely as to still utilize bunkers of this size?

  "All of this simply underscores how spectacularly and tragically wrong our civilian leadership, from Secretary Rumsfeld right up through President Bush, was when they rejected military commanders' advice that at least 300,000 troops would be needed on the ground to occupy and pacify Iraq.

  "As we discuss this bill, I urge my colleagues to think about whether our huge commitment - the thousands of young lives lost and the hundreds of billions of dollars spent - is being deployed effectively and wisely.  It is very late in this Iraq tragedy.  Congress needs to force the development of a workable strategy to achieve stability in Iraq and then bring our young men and women home." 
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